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§ 130. the crimean war.—After some months of indecisive
warfare in Silistria and the Baltic, the Allies decided on an
expedition against Sebastopol. A combined force of 50,000
men landed to the north of the port under Marshal St. Arnaud
(one of the conspirators of the coup d'etat) and Lord Raglan (a
veteran of the Peninsular War). When the Russians tried to
obstruct its southward march at the River alma (September
1854), they were driven back into Sebastopol. The Allies
might have taken the place at once if they had assaulted it
promptly; but more cautious counsels prevailed, and they
marched round to the south side, where it was supposed to be
more open to attack. By the time they had established them-
selves there with supply-bases on the coast, Todleben, the
Russian commander, had so strengthened the defences that
they had to begin what was destined to become one of the most
famous sieges in all history.
They had to contend with many difficulties. The Russians
sank their fleet across the mouth of the harbour, which pre-
vented warships from getting near enough to bombard the
town. Moreover, their forces were never numerous enough
for a complete investment, and the defenders were repeatedly
revictualled and reinforced, despite the wide expanse of steppe
land over which all Russian supplies had to be brought. The
British Army, on the right of the Allied line, had to bear the
brunt of the attacks of the Russian field-force under Ment-
schikoff, which was only repelled after desperate righting at
inkerman and balaklava (October-November 1854). The
Allies had not come prepared for a winter campaign, their
commissariat and hospital arrangements broke down, and
thousands of soldiers died from exposure, starvation and
disease. This was the first war since the invention of telegraphy,
and English newspapers were filled with such harrowing
accounts of the sufferings of the troops that the Aberdeen
Government was driven from office to make way for one led
by Palmerston.
By the beginning of 1855 the position was a stalemate:

